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15 May 2018 
 
Dear Joan, 
 
Thank you for sharing the Committee’s report on Scotland’s participation in the Erasmus+ 
programme, published on 14 March 2018. I would like to commend the extensive evidence 
gathering undertaken in this inquiry, and the opportunity provided to stakeholder 
organisations to express their views on the potential impact of the UK losing participation in 
the Erasmus+ programme post-Brexit.   
 

EU funding, including the Erasmus+ programme, is expected to benefit Scotland by around 
£5 billion during the life of the current EU budget round (2014-2020).  Since 2014, Scotland 
has benefitted from €60m of funding across approximately 700 individual projects. In 2017, 
Scotland received its highest-ever allocation of Erasmus+ funding; nearly €21m was 
awarded compared to €16m in the previous year. The funds benefitted 159 Scottish 
organisations in the higher and adult education, schools, youth, and vocational education 
and training sectors.   
 

The Erasmus+ programme is of considerable value in providing people in Scotland with the 
opportunity to learn new skills, develop their confidence and broaden their horizons.  The 
expansion of the programme in 2014 to include support for areas such as adult education 
and youth volunteering has been particularly welcome, providing opportunities for mobility to 
those who often have fewer alternatives to spend time studying or working overseas. The 
fact that the Commission has suggested doubling the level of funding for Erasmus+ in its 
proposal for the next Multiannual Financial Framework published on 2nd May is evidence of 
how highly valued the programme is across the European Union, and of course how much it 
will be missed in Scotland. 

Brexit has created uncertainty for organisations across Scotland who rely on this funding and 
the partnerships that it supports.  These organisation now find themselves unable to plan 
beyond the UK’s departure from the EU. The draft legal text on the Withdrawal Agreement 
published in March 2018 confirmed that the UK will continue to contribute and participate in 
the implementation of the EU annual budgets up to 2020, as if it was still in the EU. We 
therefore anticipate, should the Withdrawal Agreement be agreed in full, that Scotland will 
continue to benefit from programmes and funding covered by the Multi-annual Financial 
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Framework until 2020, as it would if the UK continued to be a Member State, and agree with 
the Committee that this is welcome.  
 
However, there is no clarity on what the replacement funding arrangements will be for these 
schemes post-2020 when the UK has left the EU, and we remain deeply concerned that the 
details of successor arrangements have yet to be proposed by the UK Government.  The 
Scottish Government maintains a close relationship with the representative organisations of 
those sectors that participate in Erasmus+.  As the Committee notes, professionals and 
organisations in some sectors are particularly reliant on Erasmus+ funding to provide 
international opportunities and they may be severely affected by any risk of the UK losing its 
ability to participate in the programme.  We continue to press the UK Government for details 
about how it intends to engage with stakeholders about the nature of the UK’s relationship 
with Erasmus+ post-2020 and how this will relate to other international mobility programmes. 
 
Despite the uncertainty about the UK Government’s position, we will work with the sector in 
Scotland and our partners across Europe to engage constructively with the proposals for 
Erasmus+ in the next Multiannual Financial Framework.  Although EU exit was not 
Scotland’s choice, the Scottish Government will also continue to engage with HM Treasury 
and other UK Government departments regarding EU funding and related issues.  We will 
continue our efforts to ensure that both the financial implications of EU exit and appropriate 
future funding arrangements for Scotland are fully considered, in order to mitigate the worst 
effects of EU Exit in Scotland.  
 
In doing this, and as Brexit negotiations progress, the Scottish Government will give active 
consideration to the conclusions and recommendations made in this report.  
 
As I stressed in my letter to all Scottish Parliament’s Conveners on 29 April, the Scottish 
Government remains clear that Scotland should remain within the European Union. Short of 
that taking place, to minimise the economic and social damage, the UK must retain our place 
in the European Single Market and the EU Customs Union. I would be happy to update the 
Committee members on the Scottish Government position and future developments in the 
negotiations.  

 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Michael Russell 
Minister for UK Negotiations on Scotland’s Place in Europe 
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